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intwtine has been made by Stork. The few cases in literature In which 
perforations by ascarldea have been reported are referred to. Inasmuch as 
many of these havo been doubtful In nature, this instance, which would seem 
to be unquestionable, Is of considerable interest. 

The Value of Subcutaneous Gelatin Injections In Mel®na Neonatorum. 
—IIot/rsCIIMlDT ( MUnchencr mtd. \Vochcntchr{fi, 1902, vol. xlix., p. 13) reports 
fivo cases of melrcna neonatorum occurring in tho gynecological clinic at 
Dresden during tho year 1901, in which subcutaneous injections of a 2 per 
cent, solution of gelatin were used. During tho seven years from 1894 to 
1900 soven of tho fourteen cases of meltena occurring in this clinic resulted 
fatally. All of tho five cases occurring in 1901 recovered. As a rule, 15 c.c. 
of gelatin solution wero used, and In two instances only was this repeated. 
Whllo four of the cases positively recovered, one child left tho hospital on 
tho ninth day In a very serious condition, although thero had been no 
hemorrhage for fivo days. 

Early SyphiliticHydrarthrofliB.—DEGRANDMAisoN and Do jpin (Archives 
Glnlrala de Mldecine, 1902, p, 58) report an interesting caso of acute 
hydrarthrosis of tho left knee-joint in connection with secondary syphilis, 
This appeared simultaneously with the roseoln, headache, dysphagia, nnd 
loss of hair, four weeks after tho appearance of the initial lesion, and two 
months later, with a relapso after insufficient treatment, it returned a second 
tlmo, entirely disappearing under satisfactory treatment on each occasion. 
The fluid from tho knee-joint, which was of a lemon-yellow color, showed in the 
ceutrifugalized sediment, leucocytes and red corpuscles in tho relative pro¬ 
portion of 70 and 80 per cent. These leucocytes showed lymphocytes, 73 per 
cent.; mononuclears, 11 per cent.; polymorpbonuclears, 16 per cent. Ten 
cm. of tho fluid wero Injected into a guinea-pig without result. 

Literature contains so few cusea of this naturo that the authors deem it 
worthy of publication, and conclude that when one meets with joint swelling 
during secondary syphilis ho should consider it in all probability luetic in 
nature, and that by the adoption of this treatment: 

" 1. Ho will euro his patient as far as tho manifestations of syphilis may 
he cured. 

“2. lie will have occasion to control the exactness of his diagnosis in 
virtue of tho old adage, naturam morborum odendunf curationa” 

On the Pathogenic Importance of Balantidium Ooll.— Henschek {Arch, 
/. IV/'dau niuj» Krankhciien, 1901, vol. vii., p. 501)reports two new instances 
of chronic diarrlmea apparently dependent upon tho presence of balantidium 
coll. Ho has observed altogether eight similar Instances. In fivo of these 
cases a rapid recovery followed tho disappearance of tho parasites. In one 
caso with eovero symptoms and a great number of balantidia in the stools 
there was an early Improvement, but tho patient failed to continue the 
treatment. In another instance recovery began about a month after the 
disappearance of tho parasites, and In a third tho diarrhoea continued despite 
the disappearance of balantidia. In this case, however, there had been a 
chronic colitis of two and a half years' duration before the beginning < f the 
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treatment. Tlio author believes that during this time the intestine had 
suffered changes sufficient to account for tho duration of the symptoms. IIo 
concludco: “ Ono is fully justified in assuming that in these cases balan¬ 
tidia wero the cause of tho diarrhoea, and that the main indication in tho 
way of treatment is their destruction.” 

In all of theso cases tho treatment advised by Waldenstrocm and llenschcn, 
namoly, largo cncmala (2500 c c.), to which 60 to 75 c.c. vinegar and 6 to 7.6 
tannin wero added, resulted in a rapid disappearance of tho parasites, 

Recent observations appear to have settled beyond a doubt tho question 
as to tho pathogenicity of this parasite. 

Strong and Musgravb (Bulletin of Johns Hopkins Hospital, 1001, vol. 
xii., p. 31) report from the Philippines a case of diarrhoea resulting fatally 
In four months, in which tho stools contained great numbers of balantidium 
coll. Tho blood showed an incrcaso In tho number of eosinophilic cells. 
At necropsy tho lower part of tho jejunum and ileum wero reddened and 
contained considerable mucus. In the largo intestine tho mucosa through¬ 
out was reddened and covered with bloody mucus; thero wero also a number 
of shallow ulcers. Ilalnntidia wero demonstrated throughout tho mucosa 
and passing through tho Bubmucosa and mtiscularis. 

A most elaborate study of this question is that of BOLOWJRW ( Central - 
blatl f. Jlakt., 1901, vol. xxlx., pp, 821, 849), who has also demonstrated 
that balantidium coll may enter into tho healthy mucosa between tho 
glands, “Making their way Author into the submucosa they incrcaso 
markedly and bring about there also oxtensWo changes, Hence, they pene¬ 
trate tho inuscularis mucosa} between tho muscle bundles. Tho most marked 
changes being observed in the stibmucosa, the necrosis begins here. This 
spreads in all directions, reaching on tho ono sido tho muscular coat, on tho 
other tho mucosa. Tho glands deprived in this spot of their proper nourish* 
ment bccomo necrotic if they have not already been destroyed by tho parasites. 

“Thus, tho general opinion that balantidium coll is mot with only on tho 
surfaco of tho mucosa, where it foods upon tho mucus, cannot bo considered 
correct. Tho prcsenco of tho parasites in tho depths of tho tissues explains 
tho malady produced by them, as well as tho tendency to frequent relapses 
after their apparent complete disappearance," 

This articlo is accompanied by a full tablo of references. 

[Thero would appear to bo little specific in tho clinical manifestations 
of theso cases which, in somo Instances, present tho symptoms of a chronic 
diarrhoea, in others of an acute dysentery, with mucus and bloody dejecta, 
Tho reviewer has seen Bomo of Strong’s specimens which nro convincing as 
to tho pathogenicity of tho parasite.—W. S. T.] 

The Etiology of Acute Dysentery in tho United States.—Under tho 
direction of Flrxnrr, Vedder and Duval {Journal of Experimental 
Medicine, 1902, vol. vi., No. 2, p. 181) have undertaken to solvo two prob¬ 
lems : 1, To dotermino by comparative study whether tho organisms described 
by Shiga in Japan, by Flexner and Strong in tho Philippines, and by 
Kruso in Germany are of tho same species, and 2, to discover the causo of 
acute dysentery in tho United States, and if possible to identify it with tho 
organisma of the observers mentioned. In other words, to dotermino 
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